
Whitman College AAUP Chapter 

Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2018 

 

 

I. Election of new officers (two year terms), effective July 1, 2018 

  

President: Matt Reynolds 

  

Vice-president: Lisa Uddin 

  

Secretary-Treasurer: Tom Knight 

  

II. Updates from two task forces 

  

Task Force on Faculty Evaluation of Administrators 

 

Keith Farrington reported that the membership of this task force includes, in addition to Keith, 

Jonathan Walters, Jack Jackson, and Sharon Alker. 

  

Task Force on Recruitment and Membership 

 

Matt Reynolds reported on the AAUP social event held on May 1 at Marcy’s. 

 

As the incoming chapter president, Matt will remove himself from this task force and seek the 

appointment of another chapter member to serve. 

 

Concerning the 2018-19 academic year, it was suggested that the chapter: 

 

1) Once again seek a role in new faculty orientation or, alternatively, hold a social event 

for new faculty 

 

2) Make an announcement at the first faculty meeting of the 2018-19 academic year 

about the Whitman chapter as well as the principal purposes of the AAUP 

  

III. Emerging threats to shared governance, academic freedom, and role of faculty 

  

Retention of “strategic planning” consultants at private residential liberal arts college 

 

Tim Kaufman-Osborn reported on the retention of Stevens Strategy by Oberlin College and 

several other private liberal arts colleges as well as the implications of that retention for shared 

governance. Kaufman-Osborn will send to the chapter several articles about this controversy as 

well as related controversies now emerging at Hiram College and Catholic University. 

  

Donor agreements and academic freedom 

 

Jack Jackson reported on the recent controversy at George Mason University stemming from its 

acceptance of major gifts from the Koch brothers, with special attention to the implications of 

such gifts for academic freedom. Jackson agreed to send to the chapter several articles about this 

controversy. 

 



Because the Board of Trustees at its most recent meeting adopted a new gift policy, 

Andrea Dobson will request a copy of that policy and distribute it to the chapter. 

  

IV. Discussion about plans for next year 

 

Since the chapter’s re-formation in 2016, the chair of the Board of Trustees has declined requests to 

meet with chapter officers because they are not elected representatives of the faculty. In response, a 

member suggested that we propose to the Academic Freedom and Due Process Committee (AFDP) that 

it request a meeting with the Board chair; and that the AFDP Committee then invite chapter officers to 

attend that meeting and offer an introduction to the AAUP and its work. 

 

Tim Kaufman-Osborn noted that, next fall, the AFDP will circulate and present to the faculty for its 

approval a revised statement on academic freedom, especially as it pertains to social media. Kaufman-

Osborn suggested that, once that statement is adopted, the chapter request that the AFDP look into 

formulating an institutional protocol that would provide senior administrators, the Board of Trustees, 

and elected faculty representatives guidance about how to respond should a controversy of this sort 

occur at Whitman.  

 


